
Fallen, Fallen Is 
Babylon the Great

Revelation 18:9–19 — A Prophetic Study of End-Time Globalism

A N  E X P O S I T O R Y  M I N I S T R Y  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Kings, Merchants ✦ Seafarers Weep As God's Judgment Falls



I N T R O D U C T I O N  ·  R E V E L A T I O N  1 8

What Is 
Babylon?
Setting the Prophetic Stage

Before we can hear the mourning of kings 
and merchants, we must first understand 
what is falling — and why heaven rejoices 
at its collapse.

"For all the nations have drunk the 
maddening wine of her adulteries. 
The kings of the earth committed 
adultery with her, and the merchants 
of the earth grew rich from her 
excessive luxuries."
— Revelation 18:3 NIV

'Babylon' = A System, Not Just a City
Representing ungodly political, economic, and religious power — an empire of the human heart in rebellion against God.

Revelation 18 = Commercial / Economic Babylon
Distinct from the Religious Babylon of Revelation 17. Two faces of one corrupt system — the Harlot and the Marketplace.

Deeply Rooted in Old Testament Prophecy
Echoes of Isaiah 47, Jeremiah 50–51, Ezekiel 26–28, and Daniel 2 & 7 — John builds on centuries of divine revelation.

'In One Hour' — Sudden, Total, Irreversible
Three times heaven declares judgment in a single hour (Rev 18:10, 17, 19). No recovery. No negotiation. The fall is final.



R E V E L A T I O N  1 8  :  9  – 1 0   •   E S V

— R e v e l a t i o n  1 8  :  9  – 1 0    E S V

The Greek word οὐαί (ouai) — Strong's G3759 — is an interjection of grief or denunciation: "Alas! Woe!" (Thayer's Greek Lexicon). In Rev 18:10, 
it appears doubled (οὐαί οὐαί) for intensification, and the context of mourning kings makes grief the primary sense — but the word also carries the weight of divine denunciation.

FIRST MOURNER : POLITICAL POWER — Kings Who Benefited from Babylon's Corrupt Alliance



R E V E L A T I O N  1 8 : 1 1 – 1 3  — T H E  M E R C H A N T S  M O U R N

The Cargo of Babylon — 28 Commodities of the Global Market
"No one buys their cargo anymore"
— Rev. 18:11
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The Trade That Damns: Trafficking of Human Souls
"slaves, that is, human souls" — σωμάτων καὶ ψυχὰς ἀνθρώπων
REV. 18:13 — THE DARKEST FINAL ENTRY OF BABYLON'S CARGO

Revelation 18:12–13 ESV — The Full Cargo List of Fallen Babylon Metals Textiles Materials Spices Food Transport Human Souls 28 CA TEGO RIES
O F CA RGO



"The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, 

weeping and mourning aloud, 'Alas, alas, for the great city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and 

scarlet, adorned with gold, with jewels, and with pearls! For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid 

waste.'"

S E C O N D  M O U R N E R :  E C O N O M I C  P O W E R  — M E R C H A N T S  W H O  P R O F I T E D  F R O M  B A B Y L O N ' S  
W E A L T H

"Their grief is not repentance — it is the sorrow of lost 
profit."

S E C O N D  
M O U R N E R
Economic Power

K E Y  I N S I G H T
Merchants Who Profited from 

Babylon's Wealth



REVELATION 18 : 17B – 19  ·  ESV

"And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off and cried out as they saw 

the smoke of her burning, 'What city was like the great city?' And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and 

mourned, crying out, 'Alas, alas, for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single 

hour she has been laid waste.'"

— REVELATION 18 : 17B – 19  ESV

THIRD MOURNER: MARITIME COMMERCE — THE GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN COLLAPSES

= ancient sign of deepest grief
· cf. Joshua 7:6 · Job 2:12 · Lamentations 2:10



~2100 BC
Genesis 11 — Tower of Babel
The First Attempt at Human Globalism — one language, one city, one people united 
in pride against God. Scattered by divine judgment.

605 BC
Daniel 1–4 — Nebuchadnezzar's Babylon
The Head of Gold — the First World Empire. Pride brings madness; God alone 
exalts and humbles kings (Dan 4:37).

700–680 BC
Isaiah 47 — 'Virgin Daughter of Babylon'
Pride, sorcery, and sudden judgment foretold — 150 years before it happened. "In 
one day… loss and widowhood shall come." (v.9)

627–586 BC
Jeremiah 50–51 — Babylon Destroyed
"Flee from the Midst of Babylon!" — The destroyer is itself destroyed. 20+ verbal 
parallels with Revelation 18 confirm one divine Author.

593–571 BC
Ezekiel 26–28 — Tyre as Type of Babylon
Merchant city mourned by kings and sailors. Ezekiel's cargo list and maritime 
lament mirror Revelation 18 with striking precision.

~96 AD
Revelation 17–18 — Mystery Babylon
The Final Global System Falls in One Hour. Every prophetic thread converges. God's 
word stands. Babylon falls forever.

C RO S S - RE F E RE NC E  T I M E L I NE

One City, One System — Across All of Scripture
A Prophetic Thread from Genesis to Revelation

The thread never breaks — God's judgment on Babylon is certain across every age. From Babel's tower to Babylon's final fall, one sovereign Author tells one unbroken story.



Daniel 2 & Daniel 7 — The Four Kingdoms & The Stone — Two Visions, One Prophetic Blueprint

Daniel 2 — Nebuchadnezzar's Statue The External View — Earthly Grandeur

STONEof God

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

IRON

STONE (Uncut)
Kingdom of God — Destroys All
Dan 2:34–35 · Eternal reign

HEAD — Gold 626–539 BC
Babylon · Nebuchadnezzar

CHEST & ARMS — Silver 539–331 BC
Medo-Persia · Two arms = dual kingdom

BELLY & THIGHS — Bronze 331–146 BC
Greece · Alexander the Great

LEGS — Iron 146 BC–476 AD
Rome · Crushes all opposition

FEET — Iron & Clay End-Time
Revived Empire · Fragile global coalition

Daniel 7 — The Four Beasts The Internal View — Predatory, Corrupt Nature

LION with Eagle Wings Babylon

Wings plucked — swift dominance stripped. Man's heart given = humbled king (Dan 4). Dan 7:4

BEAR raised on one side, 3 Ribs Medo-Persia
Persia dominant over Media. 3 ribs = Babylon, Lydia, Egypt conquered. Dan 7:5

LEOPARD with 4 Wings and 4 Heads Greece

4 wings = blazing speed of Alexander. 4 heads = empire split into 4 after his death. Dan 7:6

TERRIFYING BEAST — Iron Teeth, 10 Horns Rome → End-Time

Unlike any before it. Devours and crushes all. 10 horns = 10 end-time kings. Dan 7:7

LITTLE HORN — Eyes of Man, Boastful Mouth Antichrist

Uproots 3 kings. Makes war on the saints. Speaks against the Most High. Dan 7:8,21,25

SON OF MAN — Comes on the Clouds of Heaven Jesus Christ

Given dominion, glory, kingdom. All peoples serve Him. Everlasting dominion. Dan 7:13–14

CONVERGES WITH
Rev 13 · Rev 18

Both Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 converge with Revelation 13 & 18 — the final empire of Antichrist is Babylon reborn. The beasts mirror the statue: same empires, revealed in 
their true predatory nature. The Stone Kingdom of God will shatter it all — and fill the whole earth.

DAN 2:44–45
DAN 7:26–27



Isaiah 47 — God's Indictment of Babylon
Written 150 Years Before Babylon Fell — Fulfilled Perfectly

v.1

Pride of global dominance brought low — the throne that seemed unshakeable is overturned by divine decree.

v.7

Arrogance of a system that believes itself eternal — echoed in Rev 18:7: "I sit as a queen, I am no widow."

v.10

The illusion of hidden power — surveillance states, shadow systems, occult governance all believe God does not watch.

v.9

"In one day" (Isa 47) parallels "in one hour" (Rev 18:10, 17, 19) — God's judgment is sudden, total, and irreversible.

v.10

Technocratic pride and sorcery — the same spirit drives every age's reliance on human knowledge over the fear of God.

"I am, and there is no one besides me." — Isaiah 47:10 ESV · The spirit of Babylon in every age · Isaiah 47:8, 10



C R O S S - R E F E R E N C E  ·  J E R E M I A H  5 0 – 5 1  &  R E V E L A T I O N  1 8

Jeremiah 51 — The Blueprint for Revelation 18
At Least 20 Verbal Parallels Between Jeremiah 51 and Revelation 18

THE GOLDEN CUP

"Babylon was a golden cup in the LORD's hand, making all the earth 
drunken"
JER 51:7

↓
"She made all nations drink the wine of her adulteries"
REV 18:3

THE CALL TO FLEE

"Flee from the midst of Babylon, save your life"
JER 51:6

↓
"Come out of her, my people"
REV 18:4

THE SUDDEN FALL

"Suddenly Babylon has fallen and been broken"
JER 51:8

↓
"In one hour has your judgment come"
REV 18:10

SINS TO HEAVEN

"Her judgment has reached up to heaven"
JER 51:9

↓
"Her sins are heaped high as heaven"
REV 18:5

SCROLL & MILLSTONE

Seraiah throws scroll into the Euphrates at Jeremiah's command: "Thus 
shall Babylon sink"
JER 51:59, 63–64

↓
Mighty angel hurls millstone into the sea — "So Babylon shall be thrown 
down"
REV 18:21

GOD'S VENGEANCE

"Babylon must fall for the slain of Israel"
JER 51:49

↓
God avenges His saints and apostles and prophets
REV 18:20 · REV 19:2

John deliberately echoes Jeremiah — the same Spirit that judged ancient Babylon will judge the final Babylon. 20+ VERBAL PARALLELS IDENTIFIED BY SCHOLARS



R E V E L A T I O N  1 3  — C R O S S - R E F E R E N C E

Revelation 13 — The Global Beast:
The Political-Economic Engine Behind Babylon
'You cannot understand Revelation 18 without Revelation 13'

Rev 13:1–2 — The Beast's Composite Nature

Synthesis of all four of Daniel's world empires — lion (Babylon) + bear (Persia) + leopard (Greece) + terrible beast (Rome). The ultimate globalist 
superstate: all prior world powers embodied in one final system.

Rev 13:7 — Total Global Political Control

'authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation' — No nation exempt. Complete geopolitical dominion; the political 
framework that gives Babylon her power and protection.

Rev 13:17 — Total Economic Control

'No one can buy or sell unless he has the mark' — The infrastructure that makes Babylon's entire commerce possible. Without the mark-system, 
Babylon's trade network cannot function.

Rev 13:11–17 — The Second Beast

Religious-Technological enforcement power — The False Prophet compels worship through signs and wonders, enforces the mark system, and 
provides the spiritual legitimacy that Babylon's market demands.

Rev 13:18 — 666: The Number of the Man

666 = Human wisdom and autonomy fully realized, apart from God — The number of a man who controls the system. The pinnacle of Adamic 
pride — self-deification through global power.

'The Beast builds Babylon. Babylon serves the Beast. Both will fall.' C R O S S - R E F E R E N C E  S T U D Y



Ancient Global Commerce — What John's Audience 
Understood

Three Expressions of the Same System: Ancient Babylon · Imperial Rome · Modern Global Trade

The Ancient World — Babylon at the Hub

Key Trade Nodes

Babylon (Euphrates) — Central overland nexus; hub of Mesopotamian 
wealth & power

Rome (Mediterranean) — Western imperial consumer; voracious import 
market
Tyre (Phoenicia) — Maritime master; cedar, purple dye, crafts (Ezek. 27)

Alexandria (Egypt) — Grain capital; gateway between Africa & the East

India / China — Silk Road terminus; silk, spice, gems, incense

Silk Road Mediterranean Sea Routes Spice Route (Arabia–India)

Overland Caravan Routes

Imperial Rome — John's Audience Knew This System

Rev. 18 Cargo = Rome's Import List Near Exact Match

Gold & Silver Jewels & Pearls

Fine Linen & Purple Silk & Scarlet

Cinnamon & Spice Incense & Myrrh

Wine, Oil & Wheat Cattle & Sheep

Horses & Chariots Ivory & Marble

'Slaves — Human Souls' (Rev 18:13) — The darkest cargo

"No one buys their cargo anymore." — Rev. 18:11  |  Rome imported ~55 million kg of goods 
annually via sea

Today — Modern Global Trade Chokepoints

Daily Trade Volume by Chokepoint

Strait of Malacca ~23.7%
of global seaborne trade by vol. (30% of 
world container trade) · $3.4T/yr · Asia–
Europe gateway

Suez Canal ~12% of world trade · $1T/yr · Europe–Asia 
connector

Strait of Hormuz ~20% of global oil · $1.2B/day · Persian Gulf 
choke

Panama Canal ~5% of world trade · $270B/yr · Americas 
transit

90% of world goods move by sea — "all whose trade is on the sea" (Rev. 18:19)

Ancient Babylon · Imperial Rome · Modern Global Trade — Three Expressions of the Same System
"What John saw in vision has always been — and is now more globalized than ever."  |  Rev. 18:9–19

1 2 3



BABYLON
The City/System
Gravitational Core

↑ In a SINGLE HOUR
Total Collapse

KINGS OF THE EARTH Rev 18:9–10

Political rulers who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with Babylon — they benefited from her 
corrupt alliance and now weep from afar in fear of her torment (Rev 18:9–10).

MERCHANTS OF THE EARTH Rev 18:11–17a

Corporate/commercial class supplying 28 categories of cargo — gold, silk, spices, livestock — and human 
souls. They accumulated massive wealth through Babylon's global market.

SHIPMASTERS & SAILORS Rev 18:17b–19

The logistics network — maritime trade, shipping, the physical infrastructure of global commerce. They 
threw dust on their heads in deepest grief as the ports fell silent.

⟵ ALL THREE groups stand "far off" — they cannot help, they can only watch ⟶

K E Y  P R O P H ET I C  I N S I G H T

"No one mourns Babylon's sin.
Everyone mourns Babylon's economic fall."

Babylon's Economic Ecosystem — Who Benefits, Who Weeps
Three Concentric Rings of  Power and Loss  ·   Revelation 18:9–19



G L O B A L I S M  A N A L Y S I S  ·  R E V E L A T I O N  1 8

The Spirit of Babylon Is Alive Today
Current Events Through the Lens of Revelation 18

$33 TRILLION
Global Trade Volume in 2024

The cargo list of Babylon — gold, silver, silk, spice, wine, wheat — trading 
in everything the world desires
Rev 18:12–13 · The cargo list of Babylon

130+ NATIONS
Developing or Testing CBDCs

Central Bank Digital Currencies enabling total financial surveillance — no 
one buys or sells without approval
Rev 13:17 · Control of buying and selling

WEF GREAT RESET
2021: Stakeholder Capitalism Replaces National 
Sovereignty

Global elites restructuring capitalism through public-private partnerships 
— kings aligning with the system
Rev 18:3 · Kings commit fornication with Babylon

50 MILLION
People in Modern Slavery (ILO/Walk Free, 2022 est.)

The darkest entry on Babylon's cargo list — human beings trafficked as 
commodities across every nation
Rev 18:13 · "…and human souls"

OVER 80% BY SEA
Of All World Goods Transported by Maritime Trade

The global shipping network mirrors Babylon's maritime commerce —
every port a node of the system
Rev 18:17b · All shipmasters and seafarers weep

$30 TRILLION
In Global Wealth Evaporated — 2008 Financial Crisis

A shadow of what is coming — in months, the entire architecture of 
wealth can collapse. In one hour — total.
Rev 18:10 · "In a single hour your judgment has come"

John saw it in 96 AD. We are living it now.



G L O B A L I S M  A N A L Y S I S  — R E V E L A T I O N  1 8  T O D A Y

Babylon Is a System — And It Is Being Built

P O L I T I C A L  B A B Y L O N

Global Governance Frameworks

UN Agenda 2030, WHO pandemic treaties, ICC 
— supranational bodies steadily eroding 
national sovereignty and concentrating 
authority beyond democratic accountability.

Rev 18:9 — Kings who lived in luxury with her weep at her fall

E C O N O M I C  B A B Y L O N

Digital Currency & Corporate 
Globalism
CBDCs, algorithmic banking, ESG scoring 
systems — wealth concentrating in fewer 
hands; financial infrastructure enabling total 
transaction surveillance and control.

Rev 18:3 — Merchants of the earth grow rich

T E C H N O L O G I C A L  B A B Y L O N

AI Surveillance & Digital Control

Facial recognition, biometric ID systems, 
social credit scoring, behavioral modification 
through algorithmic platforms — the 
infrastructure of total monitoring and 
behavioral control.

Rev 13:17 — No one can buy or sell

S P I R I T U A L  B A B Y L O N

Global Interfaith Syncretism

One-world spirituality movements, New Age 
mysticism merged with institutional religion, 
universal tolerance theology dissolving 
doctrinal truth — fulfilling Revelation 17's 
Harlot system.

Rev 17:1-5 — The Great Harlot on many waters

C U L T U R A L  B A B Y L O N

Entertainment, Media & 
Influencer Culture
Hollywood, global streaming, social media 
algorithms propagating materialism, 
immorality, and godlessness as universal 
norms — the soft power of Babylon shaping 
hearts and minds.

Rev 18:3 — All nations drunk with her wine

Revelation 18 is not speculation — it is journalism from the future. God calls His people to discernment, not fear.



Where Does Revelation 18 Fit? — A Prophetic Roadmap
The Sequence of End-Time Events Leading to Babylon's Fall

1 THESS 4:16–17
RAPTURE

Church removed; 
Tribulation begins

REVELATION 13
BEAST SYSTEM

Mark of the Beast; Global 
economic control

MATT 24:21
GREAT 

TRIBULATION

Last 3.5 yrs; worst 
suffering in history

REVELATION 19:11, 20
SECOND COMING

Jesus returns; Antichrist 
cast into lake of fire

DANIEL 9:27
COVENANT WITH 

ISRAEL

Antichrist rises; 7-yr 
tribulation begins

REVELATION 17
RELIGIOUS 

BABYLON FALLS

Harlot destroyed at 
midpoint by the Beast

★ REVELATION 18 ★
COMMERCIAL 

BABYLON FALLS

'In a single hour' — global 
economy collapses

REV 20–22
MILLENNIAL 
KINGDOM & 

ETERNITY

Christ reigns; new heaven 
& new earth

"Babylon does not fall by accident — it falls by divine appointment." Revelation 18 — 19



T H E  D I V I N E  C O M M A N D

' C O M E  O U T  O F  H E R ,  M Y  P E O P L E ! '

— R E V E L A T I O N  1 8 : 4 – 5   E S V

"Do not love the world or the things in the world.
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him."
— 1  JO H N  2 :1 5   ES V

PASTORAL PIVOT — GOD'S URGENT CALL

This is not a call to geographic separation — it is a call to moral, spiritual, and economic non-conformity.
|       cf. Jeremiah 51:6 · Isaiah 52:11 · 2 Corinthians 6:17



Five Prophetic Responses for the People of God
Not Fear — But Faithfulness  ·  Revelation 18 Applied to the Church Today

DISCERNMENT
Learn to recognize the spirit of Babylon in culture, media, economics, and politics. The Bible is our prophetic lens. — Heb 5:14

DETACHMENT
Hold material things loosely. Babylon's cargo list is not our treasure. Store treasure in heaven. — Matt 6:19–21

PROCLAMATION
We preach the eternal gospel while Babylon still stands. Urgency defines our mission. — Rev 14:6–7

COMPASSION
People trapped in Babylon's system need the gospel, not condemnation. Jesus wept over the city. — Luke 19:41

ANTICIPATION
Every falling empire is a signpost that the Kingdom of God is near. Straighten up and raise your heads — your redemption is drawing near. — Luke 21:28

" The Church does not panic when Babylon shakes — we know who holds the future. "



✦ Only the Kingdom of God stands forever.

The Verdict of Heaven — Six Truths from Revelation 18

B A B Y L O N  I S  R E A L  &  P R E S E N T

The spirit of Babylon — pride, greed, immorality, globalism — is not future speculation. It is active now 
in political, economic, and cultural systems.

T H R E E  V O I C E S  W E E P  — N O N E  R E P E N T

Kings, merchants, and sailors mourn lost wealth, not lost souls. Economic grief without repentance is a 
warning to our own hearts.

T H E  C A R G O  L I S T  I N C L UD ES  H U M A N S O U L S

Any system that treats people as commodities is Babylonian in spirit, no matter its name or nation.

" I N  A  S I N G L E  H O U R "  — S U D D E N &  T O T A L

God's judgment is swift and absolute. No system is too big to fall. Global markets, empires, and alliances 
are fragile before the throne of God.

" C O M E  O U T "  I S  A  G R A C E

Revelation 18:4 is not a warning of doom — it is an invitation of mercy. God always warns before He 
judges. The call to flee is the gift of a Father.

H E A V E N R E J O I C E S

Revelation 18:20 commands heaven to rejoice at Babylon's fall. God's justice is not tragedy — it is the 
very foundation of eternal joy.



T H E  W A R N I N G

"Her sins are heaped high as heaven. In a single hour 
she has been laid waste."

— Revelat ion 18:5,  19 ESV

Those who built their lives upon the world's system will have 
nothing left when it falls. Babylon does not warn before she 
collapses.

T H E  I N V I T A T I O N

"Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest."

— M a t t h e w  1 1 : 2 8  E S V

"Come out of her, my 
people,

lest you take part in her 
sins,

lest you share in her 
plagues."

— R e v e l a t i o n  1 8 : 4  E S V

T H E  P R O M I S E

"Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them as their God."

— Revelat ion 21:3 ESV

Every empire that has ever risen has fallen. Only the Kingdom of 
God stands forever. And His people — safe, redeemed, at home.

IF YOU HAVE NEVER SURRENDERED YOUR LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST — TODAY IS THE DAY.
Babylon is falling. The Kingdom of God is rising. Come to the King.

✦ Pastor, invite your congregation to respond. Every head bowed, every eye closed... ✦



A P P E N D I X   ·   F A C I L I T A T O R  H A N D O U T

Pacing Guide & Cumulative Time Tracker
Revelation 18:9–19  ·  Teaching only: ~81 min  ·  With small-group discussion: ~2 hr 52 min  ·  Adjust per session

S L I D E        T O P I C                                                                            T E A C H        D I S C U S S      C U M U L A T I V E

1          Opening & Title                                                                 2 min          3 min          0:05

2          What Is Babylon?                                                              5 min          5 min          0:15

3          First Mourner — Political Power                                          3 min          4 min          0:22

4          The Cargo List — 28 Commodities                                       6 min          6 min          0:34

5          Second Mourner — Merchants                                             3 min          4 min          0:41

6          Third Mourner — Seafarers                                                3 min          4 min          0:48

7          Cross-Reference Timeline                                                    6 min          5 min          0:59

8          Daniel 2 & 7 — Statue & Beasts                                           5 min          4 min          1:08

9          Isaiah 47 — God’s Indictment                                               4 min          4 min          1:16

10          Jeremiah 51 — Blueprint for Rev 18                                    4 min          4 min          1:24

11          Rev 13 — The Beast System                                                  5 min          5 min          1:34

12          Ancient Global Commerce                                                     4 min          4 min          1:42

13          Babylon’s Economic Ecosystem                                              2 min          4 min          1:48

14          Spirit of Babylon Today                                                          4 min          5 min          1:57

15          Babylon Is Being Built                                                            4 min          5 min          2:06

16          Prophetic Roadmap                                                                5 min          5 min          2:16

17          Pastoral Pivot — Come Out                                                   3 min          5 min          2:24

18          Five Prophetic Responses                                                     4 min          5 min          2:33

19          Key Takeaways                                                                     4 min          4 min          2:41

20          Altar Call & Closing                                                               5 min          6 min          2:52

TOTALS                                                                           81 min       91 min       2 hr 52 min

For 90-min sessions: teach slides 1–10 in week 1, slides 11–20 in week 2  ·  For 60-min sessions: skip discussion on slides 1, 12, 13  ·  Gospel Ministry of Jesus Christ
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